VARSITY
5 -14 – 1

2007 Bishop’s Cup Champion

2007 recipient of the SCC Division I Dick Gagliardi Team Sportsmanship Award

The 2006/2007 campaign proved to be a true test of the Xavier High School players’, perseverance and commitment to the overall program as the varsity team fought through a season that ended with an overall 5-14-1 record.  Although Xavier missed the post season for the 3rd time in the program’s 7 year history, consideration must be given to playing one of the toughest schedules in Connecticut High School hockey.  The 2006/2007 Division I Varsity squad went up against talent that included the eventual DI, DII and DIII state champions (Fairfield Prep, Immaculate and Wethersfield respectfully). A majority of the games, throughout the season were extremely competitive. This is proven by the fact that in 11 of the 14 losses the Falcons found themselves being up by 1goal, tied, or down by 1 goal with less than 5 minutes remaining, but unable to find a way to pull out a victory.   
Highlights from this difficult season included:

· a 5-0 successful defense of the Bishop’s Cup (annual game against Norwich Dioceses rival St Bernards), 
· being  honored (for the second consecutive year) by the SCC Division I coaches with the Dick Gagliardi Team Sportsmanship Award, 
· grabbing a  solid (3 – 3) road tie against Immaculate(eventual DII State Champion),

· and strong wins over Lyman Hall (5 – 1), Cheshire (10 – 2)  , Wethersfield (6 – 0) and Fermi (4 – 2).
Opening the schedule with a 3-0 loss against a tough Amity squad was a prelude to a season where goal scoring became a premium.  The Falcons followed the Amity game with a heartbreaking 4-2 loss against DII powerhouse South Windsor where Junior Ken Pia contributed assists on both goals.  The month of December ended with a well deserved 5- 1 victory over Lyman Hall where 5 different players scored for the Falcons including newcomer Sophomore Sam Foise.
The first 5 games in January proved to be hard losses for the Falcons with the first two being very close 2-1 defeats on the road against a very strong Trumbull team and DI powerhouse Tri-town.  Senior Tim Norton and sophomore goal tenders Tyler Reid and Zach Gosslin were noticeable standouts in these competitive contests.  Moving through January, the next part of the schedule had the Falcons going up against Glastonbury, Hamden and ND-Fairfield dropping all three games by a combined 15-3 margin.   In the 9th game of the season the Falcons finally found their knack for scoring goals in a dominating 5-0 victory against Saint Bernards of Norwich. Seniors Nick DeConti, Chris Clancy, Juniors Ken Pia(2) and Kevin O’Hara tallied the goals while multiple assists came from Clancy and Pia sealing the win and bringing the Bishop’s Cup home to Xavier High School for the second consecutive year.  With confidence building the Falcons closed the month of January with a 1-1-1 record against Wethersfield (6 - 0), ND-West Haven (5 -2 )and Immaculate (3 - 3).  The Junior line of Chris Andrucci, Ken Pia and Kevin O’Hara lead the way offensively during this stretch with additional contributions coming from Senior defenseman Kevin Farrington .
After a disappointing January the 2006/2007 Falcons season unfolded with 5 consecutive losses at the beginning of February against the likes of Daniel Hand of Madison, East Haven, North Haven, Conard and Fairfield Prep.  The overtime loss to  Hand (3 – 2) early in the month and a one goal defeat against Conard (2 – 1) determined the fate of the Falcons season.  During this difficult stretch noticeable contribution were made from the Pia, O’Hara, Andrucci line, as well as Senior David Raczka, and Sophomore Nick Malz.

With the post season out of reach, the 2006/2007 Falcons finished the season with impressive wins over rival Cheshire (10-2) and DI foe Fermi (4 – 2)  while ending with a hard fought 5-3 loss against West Haven.  The home victory against Cheshire was very entertaining to the loyal fans as impressive goals came from Seniors Nick DeConti, Captain Darren Tallie, Chris Clancy, David Raczka, Juniors Dan Piscottano, Ken Pia and Sophomores Sam Foise(2) and Nick Malz(2).
Following the lead of the team Captain Darren Tallie, Alternate Captain Mike Delbuono and Alternate Captain Jon Meoli along with the other senior players: Chris Clancy, Nick DeConti, Mark Julius, Kevin Farrington, Tim Norton, and David Raczka the 2006/2007 squad was honored at the end of the season by the SCC DI Coaches as the unanimous choice for the Dick Gagliardi Team Sportsmanship Award within the very competitive Division I of the Southern Coast Conference.

Looking ahead to  the 2007/2008 season, the Xavier program will continued to be challenged, remaining in the ranks of  the SCC Division I teams.  The upcoming year will welcome the return of an experienced group of seniors and juniors and some very talented/hardworking sophomores.  

The Xavier High School Falcons are looking forward to opening their 2007/2008 season hosting DI foe Glastonbury on Wednesday December 12 (7 PM) at Wesleyan University’s Freeman Athletic Complex where Xavier Pride, Power and Performance will be the team’s battle cry in proving their place within Connecticut High School hockey.
2006/2007 Varsity Team Honors:

Senior Award:




Kevin Farrington

MVP Offense:




Kevin O’Hara

MVP Defense:




Mike DelBuono

Most Improved:




Mark Julius

Rookie of the Year:



Sam Foise

Seventh Player:




Darren Tallie

Sportsmanship Award:



Jon Meoli & Tim Norton

Coach’s Award:




Ben Zalzek (Team Manager)

Xavier Hockey Program Appreciation Award:
Doug and Diane Farrington

JUNIOR VARSITY 
15 – 3 – 2

The 2006/2007 Junior Varsity hockey season was another great season.  The team’s dedication and hard work proved to be the success of the team.  They worked hard everyday in practice and games and pushed themselves to the limits resulting in an overall record of 15-3-2.  Last season as the varsity program strengthened its schedule so did the Junior Varsity with key games against the top division one programs (Notre Dame West Haven, Notre Dame Fairfield, West Haven, East Haven)

Highlights from the 2006/2007 season included:

·  4 - 2 win over East Haven

· a dominating 7-2 win over Notre Dame Fairfield 

· continuing what the varsity team started and beating Norwich Dioceses rival St. Bernards

· and several hard fought overtime wins against (Notre Dame West Haven, 2-1, and Trumbull 3-2)

Xavier JVs opened their season with a tough loss to Hamden but rebounded in the month of December finishing with a record of  7-2.

The squad continued its winning ways in January with a record of  6-1-1.  Some of the big wins during the month of January were Notre Dame Fairfield and East Haven

In the homestretch of a great season the team had a shortened but demanding month of February.  Some of the key games during February were against Trumbull and West Haven along with the annual JV cup jamboree.  During the final month of the season the boys went 2-0-1 finishing with an overall record of 15-3-2.  After winning the JV cup in 2005/2006 the boys of 2006/2007 were looking to repeat and take the cup home.  Unfortunately they fell just short of that goal.  After winning the first game 3-1 they followed up with a loss to Suffield 2-1 in the final minute of the game.  Heading into their third game of the day against Tri-town all they needed to do was win the game and they would retain the JV cup for another year.  For the first time that year offense seemed to struggle while the defense continued its solid performance as we tied 0-0, which wasn’t enough to bring the cup back to Xavier High School.  

Leading the team this year in their successful season were Will Adua, Jeff Kemitic, Rob Kiwanis, Francis McNulty and goal tenders Ryan Lee and JP Orlando.
Looking ahead to the 2007/2008 season, the Junior Varsity team will continue to be challenged, as they will continue to play JV teams from the difficult Division I programs while also adding some games against local prep schools.  Games have already been locked for the coming season with Hamden, East Haven, Trumbull and both Notre Dame Fairfield and Notre Dame West Haven.

JUNIOR VARSITY II

2007/2008 will be the inaugural season for the JV II program.  This will be a team composed of Freshmen and Sophomores, practicing 2 – 3 times per week in preparation for a 10 – 15 game schedule, proving once again that Xavier High School is committed to becoming a premier ice hockey powerhouse within the Connecticut High School Hockey.

