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Office of the Headmaster 
 

 
 

My Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

Now that we have all enjoyed our Thanksgiving turkey and are beyond the date marking 
the traditional start of what has come to be called the holiday season, I’d like to share with 
you some of the events and thoughts that made up my Thanksgiving celebration. 
 

When my family went to the table for Thanksgiving dinner, we began by praying 
especially for all those in our country who lack nourishment.  We thought of all those 
who, in this year of hurricanes and other natural disasters, were experiencing very 
different Thanksgivings from those of years gone by.  Many people have lost everything 
they owned and are now dependent on the government or the kindness of relatives or 
friends for basic necessities.  Those of us who haven’ t suffered in this way have much for 
which to be thankful 
 

The weekend after Thanksgiving was a great time for me.  Being with my mother, aunts 
and uncle was, as always, a special time.  This year the start of our Christmas shopping 
was like a Norman Rockwell picture.  As we traveled from store to store, the weather was 
seasonably cold, there was a bit of a snowfall, and Christmas music was playing in the 
background.  The whole outing in other words was picture perfect. 
 

When we got to church on Saturday evening, however, a different kind of reality set in 
leading to a change in mood and thinking.  Gone were all the autumn decorations replaced 
only by the Advent wreath.  Advent – the least understood liturgical season of the Church 
year with its theme of preparation and waiting.  Advent suggests to us that these December 
weeks ought to be a time for us to prepare our minds and hearts as we await the coming of 
Christ once more into our hearts and lives.   
 

With all the stores already decorated and with Christmas music in the air, it seems that 
Christmas is already here.  So what happened to Advent?  Where did the time of waiting 
and preparation disappear to, the time to make ready to meet the Lord?  For many of us 
Advent unfortunately becomes a missed opportunity unless we make a conscious effort to 
do things differently.    
 

I sometimes think that adolescence is a time of advent, a time of waiting and preparation.  
When I consider some of our students and realize what they struggle with at this period of 
their lives, it seems to me that they are in a kind of in-between period between the boys 
they were and the men they are becoming.  I pray that they may use this time of 
preparation for adulthood wisely making good choices and exercising good judgment 
about life and moral issues. 
 

My thoughts turn as well to you parents and guardians who accompany these young 
people on their journey through adolescence.  You and they are in the midst of a long-term 
advent that requires much patience and love.  The time of waiting and preparation, 
however, if properly used brings about the development of a fine young man from the boy 
who began the process.  That is the finest gift a parent or guardian could receive and is 
well worth waiting for. 
 

Be assured that on Christmas and in the days following you and those you love will be 
remembered in my prayers.  May you have a merry Christmas filled with the hope our 
Savior came to bring us. 
 

Merry Christmas, 
 
 

Brother William, CF.X. 
Headmaster 
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CALENDAR CHANGE:  Please note that due to a conflict 
with the state championship football game, the Student 
Activities Council moderators and junior and senior class 
officers were consulted.  Based on their decision, the SAC 
Chr istmas Semi-Formal for  Juniors and Seniors scheduled 
for Saturday, December 3rd has been moved to Saturday, 
January 28, 2006 beginning at 7:30 p.m.  This was the earliest 
date available between our calendar and Mercy’s calendar that 
would not create another conflict.  Thank you for your 
understanding. 
 
 

THE FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT will present A Program of 
Christmas Music featuring the Xavier High School band and 
chorus under the direction of Mr. James Antonucci on 
Wednesday, December 7, 2005 at 7:00 p.m.   An exhibit of 
student artwork, coordinated by Miss Vitale, will be on display 
in the St. Joseph Hall.  The concert will be followed by a 
reception in St. Joseph Hall, courtesy of the Xavier Home & 
School Association.  All are invited to attend what promises to 
be an evening sure to put you in the Christmas spirit!  The snow 
date is Tuesday, December 13th.   
 

CHRISTMAS VACATION begins at dismissal on December 
16th.  Our second Ad Drive Holiday will be Monday, January 2, 
2006, therefore, classes will resume on January 3, 2006. 
 

SNOW CLOSING: Xavier is a regional school, drawing students 
from over 64 cities and towns.  For the safety of your sons and 
our students, we are more apt to call off school than are the 
officials in a given city or town who do not have to worry about 
buses and cars traveling from thirty miles away.  School 
cancellation announcements are aired on WFSB-TV Channel 3, 
WVIT-TV Channel 30 and WTNH-TV Channel 8 and our 
website.  Early dismissal for Xavier is 12:55 p.m. and a delayed 
opening is always 90 minutes.  Please do not call the school.  
Parents are always advised to use their discretion because weather 
conditions vary from town to town.  PLEASE NOTE:  The 
cancellations for Mercy and Xavier are listed separately.  
Please be certain to check for Xavier specifically in the event 
of a cancellation or delayed opening.  In the event Xavier  
delays school and the Middletown public school system does 
not, any Xavier students who ride the Middletown busses will be 
picked up at their stop at the regular time and arrive at Xavier at 
the regular time, between 8:00 and 8:10 a.m.  In the event Xavier 
must dismiss school early at 12:55 p.m. and the Middletown 
public school system does not dismiss early, Middletown bus 
riders will be picked up at Xavier at the regular time of 2:25 p.m.  
If Middletown public schools dismiss school any earlier than 
12:00 noon, Middletown bus riders will be without transportation 
home that day.   
 
 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  Any student involved in cheating 
or plagiarizing will be a candidate for suspension and the 
assignments will be invalid and no credit will be given for them.  
A source citation guide has been made available for all students in 
order to assist them in proper citation and to teach them what 
plagiarism is.  I ask that you discuss the issue of academic 
integrity with your sons in order that we may continue to teach 
them proper morals and values in regards to this issue. 
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CELL PHONES:  Students are not permitted to be in 
possession of cell phones during the course of the 
academic day.  All cell phones are to be kept either in the 
student’s car or locker.  Students are only permitted to use 
cell phones after 2:25 p.m. in the courtyard area of the 
school.  Any student who violates this policy will be 
appropriately disciplined which may include suspension. 
 

DRESS CODE:  With the colder weather approaching, 
students are reminded of the dress code as stated in the 
Student Handbook on page 26.   Outer jackets are not to 
be worn to class; they must be kept in the students’  
locker during all class periods.  Sweaters may be worn 
during the winter months; however, sweatshirts, 
turtlenecks, and hooded sweatshirts are not permitted. 
 

Please remind your sons about the dress code regulations 
regarding grooming of hair.  As stated in our handbook, 
“Hair must be neatly kept and well groomed.”   Thank 
you for your assistance with this matter. 
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER:  With the possibility of 
inclement weather approaching, please talk to your sons 
about driving safely to and from school. 

ALL MAIL that you send to the school should be addressed 
to a particular person, office or director.  Please make sure 
that your return address in on the envelope.   Your 
cooperation will assist in making the mail delivery to the 
administrators, faculty and staff more efficient. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Christopher Zablocki ’06  who 
has been named a Connecticut State Finalist in the 2005 
Wendy’s High School Heisman Program.  Chris, along with 
the State Finalists and State Winners from the Northeast 
Heisman Region, was honored at a dinner held in November 
at Gillette Stadium in Foxborough, MA. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to the Sailing Team who captured 
the bronze medal at the National Great Oaks Regatta in 
Austin, Texas, in November.  Clinton Hayes ’06, Cameron 
Avelis ’07, and Tom Charpentier ’06, represented Xavier in 
the competition. 
 

YALE MODEL CONGRESS: Hundreds of students from 
twenty-one schools throughout the nation descended on the 
City of New Haven over Veteran’s Day weekend for annual 
Yale Model Congress conference.  Eight students from 
Xavier participated, led by their advisor, Mr. Montemerlo.  
Each student prepared a bill to propose, debate, and, 
hopefully, pass at the conference.  Bill topics ranged from 
alternate energy to constitutional amendments.  By the end 
of the conference, five students had passed their bills.  
Junior Steve Baranoski’s bill overhauling prescription drug 
laws even passed in full session of the house.    Yale Model 
Congress 2005 was a great success giving the students 
valuable insight into how Congress works.   
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PROGRESS REPORTS for  the 2nd marking per iod were distributed to students on Thursday, November 17th.  Hopefully, 
your son remembered to show you his report.  If not, please call the office, and a copy will be mailed to you.  6th week progress 
reports will be distributed the week of December 12-16. 
 

PRE-VACATION TESTING/QUIZ SCHEDULE:  In order to avoid multiple exams being given on the same day during the 
weeks before Christmas vacation, the following test/quiz schedule will be followed: 
 

Monday, December 12th -  Social Studies/Religion; Tuesday, December 13th  -  Math/Business/Computer; Wednesday, December 14th 
-   Science; Thursday, December 15th -  Foreign Language/Fine Arts; Fr iday, December  16th -  English. 
     

MID-YEAR EXAMS will be held Tuesday, January 17th through Friday, January 20th.   PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN 
SCHEDULE FROM LAST YEAR.  Please encourage your son to spend some time during the two-week Christmas break to 
review the materials covered in his classes during the first semester.  Parents of seniors should take special care to remind their 
sons of the importance of these exams for their transcripts.  Monday, January 16th is a school holiday. 
 

REPORT CARD DISTRIBUTION: Approximately 75% of all report cards were picked up on the November 8th and 10th 
Report Card Nights.  Sincere thanks to those parents who were able to come.  If you did not attend, your son received his report 
card in school the next day.  If you have yet to see it, please ask him for it. 
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ANNUAL FUND DRIVE PLEDGES:  To those who have 
already made a pledge to this year’s drive, please remember to 
return your pledges to the Development Office by December 
31.  Gifts received before December 31 are tax deductible this 
calendar year to the full extent of the law.  Questions – phone 
860-347-6079. 
 

ANNUAL FUND DRIVE MAILING:  Please remember that 
Xavier’s financial aid program is dependent on your generosity.  
Thank you in advance for all you do to insure that young men, 
from all backgrounds, receive the opportunity to earn a Xavier 
education.  Please remember, while we hope you will consider 
a gift of $100 or more, no gift is ever too big or too small. 
 

LEAVE A LEGACY:  If you are interested in including 
Xavier in your will and need help with the language required, 
please contact Mr. Michael Tommasi in the development office 
for assistance at 860-347-6079. 
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REMINDER:  Parents Sports Information Night for winter sports (basketball, indoor track, ice hockey, riflery, swimming, 
wrestling) will be held on Monday, December 5th at 7:00 p.m.  Please see the November Newsletter for details regarding this 
informational meeting. 
 

THE ARTHUR M. KOHS ANNUAL BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT will be held at Xavier High School December 
27 and December 29.  East Hartford, E.O. Smith, Notre Dame and Xavier will participate in this event.  Game times are 6 
and 7:45 p.m.  Xavier will play Notre Dame on the 27th at 7:45 p.m. 
 

THE FALL SPORTS AWARDS PROGRAM will be held on Sunday, January 8, 2006 at 1:00 p.m. in St. Joseph Hall. 
Members of the cross country, football, soccer and sailing teams will receive information regarding this event in the mail. 
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SENIOR SERVICE is a graduation requirement, and 
attendance is mandatory.  Absences and tardies must be 
made up by the seniors on their own time.  Mrs. Hoisl 
will be checking on the first semester attendance in 
January.  Unfortunately, every year we have a few 
seniors who spend the last hours before graduation 
completing their senior service hours.  The timing for 
make-up of missed hours is crucial as our graduation 
date is now in May.  No diploma can be granted until 
those hours are completed.  If you have any questions 
about your son’s senior service, please contact Mrs. 
Hoisl after Christmas vacation. 
 

SOPHOMORE RETREAT is also a requirement for 
every sophomore in order to advance to the junior year.  
We have had three very successful retreats to date.  The 
last retreat is scheduled for December 9-10.  Please 
make sure you have completed the necessary 
paperwork for your son’s retreat experience.  Any 
questions or concerns should be directed to Mrs. Hoisl. 
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TUITION PAYMENTS were due on December 5th.   If your payment has not been sent, please put it in the mail today.  
Students with outstanding tuition payments after the Christmas break will not be allowed to sit for mid-year exams. 
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REMINDERS FOR PARENTS OF SENIORS: Your 
son’s college applications should be near completion if 
they are not already done.  Make sure your son’s SAT 
scores are officially sent to his schools.  College visitations 
should be planned for faculty days, holidays and school 
vacations.  In extraordinary circumstances, permission to 
visit a college during the school week may be granted by 
Mr. DeRing.  Permission must be requested one week in 
advance and in writing.  Failure to do this will result in the 
absence being considered “unexcused.”   The school 
reserves the right to limit the number of college visitations.  
No visitations will be allowed after April 15th. 
 

You are encouraged to file the FAFSA on-line 
www.fafsa.ed.gov, however, a limited supply of 
applications are available in the guidance office for those 
who prefer a paper copy.   The CSS Profile must be filed 
for students applying to many but not all private 
colleges/universities.  You may apply on-line at 
www.profileonline.collegeboard.com. 
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A SPECIAL THANK-YOU to all parents of freshmen 
and sophomores who attended the respective parent 
programs the department sponsored.  We appreciate your 
attendance and support.  The parent program for juniors is 
scheduled for Monday, January 23, 2006, at 7:30 p.m.  The 
snow date is Monday, January 30th.  Information regarding 
the program will be sent home with the January 
Headmaster’s Newsletter.      
 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROGRAMS: Lt. Richard Siena 
of the Middletown Police Department, along with various 
professional and community leaders, have conducted an 
important substance abuse program for students during 
their religion classes.  The programs were presented to 
freshmen and sophomores during the month of December.  
Thank you to all involved for sharing their expertise in 
this area with our underclassmen. 
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THE CHRISTMAS DRIVE is sponsored by the 
National Honor Society under the direction of Miss Jayne 
Vitale with the help of “Santa Claus”  (Brother William) 
and collects clothing, toilet articles, games for teenagers, 
gifts for all ages or cash donations.  Please remember 
when shopping for donated items that this is not a toy 
dr ive.  Thank you for your contributions.  Items can be 
left in the main office until December 24th. 
 

THE XAVIER BOOKSTORE is a great place to do 
some Christmas shopping.  For your convenience the 
bookstore will be open before and after school, or you 
may call Mr. Gargano to arrange for alternate times for 
shopping. 
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ADVENT COMMUNION BREAKFAST: The annual Advent 
Mass and Breakfast will be held on Sunday, December 11th at 
10:00 a.m.  Information regarding the communion breakfast was 
mailed out last month.  We look forward to seeing many families 
there. 
 

MANY THANKS to Mr. Francis McNulty for coordinating our 
display at the Middlesex Chamber EXPO; to Mrs. Anne Marie 
Calamari for a job well done on our Annual Harvest Auction; and 
to Mr. David Kania and his mailing committee for their work on 
the Advent Mass and Communion Breakfast.  Mr. Michael 
Micowski, our athletic committee chair, also did a wonderful job 
coordinating volunteers for ticket-taking at football games and for 
planning and coordinating the Thanksgiving Day Game with 
Middletown High School.  Thank you to these committees for all 
their support. 
 
 

The Home & School Association is in desperate need of silver 
trays to be used at the many receptions that are hosted during the 
school year.  If you are willing to donate silver trays of any size, 
feel free to bring them in to Ms. Guisti in our administrative 
office.  Thank you in advance for any assistance you can provide. 
 

Finally, it would be helpful if you mailed in responses for Home 
and School activities.  Sometimes your son forgets to bring in 
envelopes and return sheets until after events have passed.  If you 
volunteered for an event and have yet to be called, chances are  
your response sheet is still in your son’s locker. 
 

Reminder : There are a variety of plans available that allow 
consumers to have a percentage of every dollar they spend support 
the school(s) of their choice.  The cost to you is nothing, and the 
benefits to the school are considerable.  Three programs of interest 
are:  SBC Community Connections Plan, allowing 5% of every 
long-distance dollar you spend to come directly to Xavier.  Sign 
up is easy – simply call 1-800-635-7638 and provide your 
designation of Xavier High School, account # 2687. Target 
Stores “ Take Charge of Education School Fundraising 
Program”  donates 1% of Target Visa and Target Guest Card 
purchases made at Target or at target.com and ½% of Target Visa 
purchases made elsewhere to eligible K-12 schools.  For more 
information about this program call 1-800-316-6142 or visit 
target.com.   

 


